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tions: to read German history, especially of the
time when Germany was great and powerful, to
educate their children in republican principles and
also in such manual occupations as would make
them useful citizens.

What Fichte did for the mind, Jahn, the in-
ventor of gymnastics, did for the body, training
a race of young patriots to resist oppression.

Meanwhile Stein's celebrated edicts had gone
forth. Serfdom was abolished, land-tenure and
feudalism divorced, class distinctions prohibited:
"Prom the date of this decree [October, 1807]
there can arise no further relation of subjection,
neither through birth nor through marriage nor
through the voluntary acceptance of a condition
of servitude, nor through contract." And again:
" After St. Martin's day, 1810, there are none
but free people.'1

Stein reorganised the whole system of state
administration. The King was induced to give
up a part of his prerogative and appoint a prime
minister to whom the other ministers were to
report. The eight departments were overhauled,
the greatest changes being made in the war
department.

Stein's fall from power is familiar to all who
read history. Had he not committed an act of
incomprehensible imprudence he might have gone
much farther and even achieved a parliament.
But an intercepted letter, not even written in
cipher, spoke of nourishing the feeling of hostility